
Neighbourhood Services, Planning and Countryside Scrutiny Committee 
Work Programme Descriptors 2017/18

(The Work Programme is reviewed at each meeting and as such is subject to change)

As per the WAO scrutiny forward work programmes should: provide a clear rationale for topic selection; be more outcome focussed; ensure that the method of scrutiny is best suited to the topic area and the 
outcome desired; align scrutiny programmes with the council’s performance management, self-evaluation and improvement arrangements.

Date / Timing Overarching Item Officer & Cabinet 
Member 

Scrutiny Focus 

24th July 2017 Preparation of Annual Work Programme

Sports pitches / 
facilities in the County 

Borough

Cheryllee Evans / Rob 
Barnett / Portfolio 

Member

Scrutiny & Challenge: - Referral from Cllr Tony Rogers.  There are approximately 8 sports 
pitches / facilities across the county borough that have fallen into disrepair.   Are fees too 
high? Costs of grass cutting repairs no longer being borne by the Council? Not enough 
people playing sport? What are the reasons for this and what is being done about it?

Grounds 
maintenance, Parks 

and Open Spaces

Cheryllee Evans / Rob 
Barnett / Portfolio 

Member

Scrutiny & Challenge:-  The committee has been informed that as the council cannot 
sustain the level of service provided in the past, it must look at innovative ways with 
which to provide the service. The use of volunteers and community groups will become 
ever more important and we must work with these groups to help them help themselves. 
A progress report is required. 

11th September 2017

Wellbeing Objective
Environmental 

Wellbeing (EW1)
Item Withdrawn

Portfolio Member / 
Cheryllee Evans & 

appropriate Officers

Scrutiny & Challenge:-  The Scrutiny Committee will receive a report on a wellbeing 
objective.  The scrutiny report will outline the context, current position and provide the 
most up to date performance and project information to enable the Scrutiny Committee 
to discuss and challenge on the steps taken to meet our wellbeing objectives.

Wellbeing Objective
Environmental 

Wellbeing (EW2)

Portfolio Member / 
Alyn Owen & 

appropriate Officers

Scrutiny & Challenge:-  The Scrutiny Committee will receive a report on a wellbeing 
objective.  The scrutiny report will outline the context, current position and provide the 
most up to date performance and project information to enable the Scrutiny Committee 
to discuss and challenge on the steps taken to meet our wellbeing objectives.

Recycling / landfill 
Published & Verified 

Data

Cllr H. Barrett / 
Cheryllee Evans / Paul 
Davies / Steve Thomas

Scrutiny & Challenge:-  By 2025 at least 70% of municipal waste is to be recycled and the 
remaining (residual) 30% is to be dealt with by high efficiency Energy from Waste plant. 
The Recycling / Landfill performance data will have been published in August. The main 
focus of the Authority is to build on recent successes and continue to improve 
performance to enable us to exceed the Welsh Government statutory target. A report to 
scrutiny providing details of the figures, showing trends, comparisons with other Welsh 
authorities and progress against targets. 

30th October 2017

The Welsh Public 
Library Standards 

Jane Selwood (Leisure 
Trust)

Scrutiny & Challenge:-  To ratify the Welsh Public Library Standards return. The Library 
Service will be reporting on the performance of the service over the last year (first year 
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return as Trust). There will be a selection of items and information for the committee to 
consider. This is an annual item.

Response to 
questions- Grounds 
maintenance, Parks 
and Open Spaces; 

Sports Pitches/ 
Facilities in the 

County Borough

Cllr H. Barrett / 
Cheryllee Evans / Rob 
Barnett

Scrutiny & Challenge: -  The Committee has sent a list of questions in relation to  
Grounds maintenance, Parks and Open Spaces; Sports Pitches/Facilities in the County 
Borough. The Committee to challenge and question the responses with Officers and 
Portfolio Member in attendance 

EXEMPT ITEM
Household Waste and 

Recycling Centres

Cllr H. Barrett / 
Cheryllee Evans

Scrutiny & Challenge:- 
Cabinet wants the scrutiny committee to review the business case proposal and process 
and to provide comments to Cabinet.  This is being done following Wales Audit Office 
comment who reviewed the MTCBC change management process and commented that 
for the purposes of transparency the business cases should be referred to Scrutiny to 
ensure that there is a proper investigation into the proposals and proper resilience in the 
staffing structure when reductions in staff or services are proposed.

Wellbeing Objective
Environmental 

Wellbeing (EW1)

Portfolio Member / 
Cheryllee Evans & 

appropriate Officers

Scrutiny & Challenge:-  The Scrutiny Committee will receive a report on a wellbeing 
objective.  The scrutiny report will outline the context, current position and provide the 
most up to date performance and project information to enable the Scrutiny Committee 
to discuss and challenge on the steps taken to meet our wellbeing objectives.

Fly Tipping Update 
incl Prosecutions and 

Penalties

Portfolio Member /  
Cheryllee Evans / 

Simon Jones (Legal) / 
Jemma Rough / Paul 

Davies

Scrutiny & Challenge:-   Now that the Authority has the enforcement policies and 
structure in place the committee wishes to receive a report to include the number of 
prosecutions to date (last 2 years), the number of cases being dealt with currently; and 
an update on any backlog of evidence that the fly tipping department has on file. The 
committee also wishes to understand what level of evidence is required to progress a 
prosecution and how we as an Authority are publishing successful prosecutions.

11th December 2017
Meeting postponed 
– weather)

Energy Efficiency Portfolio Member / 
Cheryllee Evans / Mick 

Campbell

Scrutiny & Challenge:-  The Authority as a whole spends approximately £2.6M on utility 
bills per annum. The Carbon Management Plan has a project list which has identified that 
a significant reduction in energy use can be made and a 5 year programme of cost 
effective measures would deliver annual savings of circa £500,000 and 1196 tonnes of 
CO2 at a total cost of circa £1.3M. An update on the recommendations of the Carbon 
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Management Review in 2015 to include progress on the Draft Carbon Management Plan.

Wellbeing Objective
Environmental 

Wellbeing (EW1)
(From 11th December 

meeting)

Cllr Howard Barrett / 
Cheryllee Evans & 

appropriate Officers

Scrutiny & Challenge:-  The Scrutiny Committee will receive a report on a wellbeing 
objective.  The scrutiny report will outline the context, current position and provide the 
most up to date performance and project information to enable the Scrutiny Committee 
to discuss and challenge on the steps taken to meet our wellbeing objectives.

Fly Tipping Update 
incl Prosecutions and 

Penalties
(From 11th December 

meeting)

Cllr Howard Barrett / 
Cheryllee Evans / 

Simon Jones (Legal) / 
Jemma Rough / Paul 

Davies

Scrutiny & Challenge:-   Now that the Authority has the enforcement policies and 
structure in place the committee wishes to receive a report to include the number of 
prosecutions to date (last 2 years), the number of cases being dealt with currently; and 
an update on any backlog of evidence that the fly tipping department has on file. The 
committee also wishes to understand what level of evidence is required to progress a 
prosecution and how we as an Authority are publishing successful prosecutions.

Energy Efficiency
Deferred

Cllr Howard Barrett / 
Cheryllee Evans / Mick 

Campbell

Scrutiny & Challenge:-  The Authority as a whole spends approximately £2.6M on utility 
bills per annum. The Carbon Management Plan has a project list which has identified that 
a significant reduction in energy use can be made and a 5 year programme of cost 
effective measures would deliver annual savings of circa £500,000 and 1196 tonnes of 
CO2 at a total cost of circa £1.3M. An update on the recommendations of the Carbon 
Management Review in 2015 to include progress on the Draft Carbon Management Plan.

22nd January 2018

Referral from Cabinet 
Member; Capital 

Project
Scrutiny Referral 
(Brandy Bridge 
scheme / Road
Slip - South of 
Pontygwaith)

(From 11th December 
meeting)

Cllr Howard Barrett / 
Cheryllee Evans and 

appropriate Officers / 
Cllr Andrew Barry

Scrutiny and Challenge:-  There has been overspend in respect of 2 projects - Capital 
Project Scrutiny Referral (Brandy Bridge scheme / Road Slip - South of Pontygwaith). The 
request is that scrutiny analyses what went wrong and establish the root cause of both 
overspends.
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Wellbeing Objective
Environmental 

Wellbeing EW(2)

Portfolio Member / 
Alyn Owen & 

appropriate Officers

Scrutiny & Challenge:- The Scrutiny Committee will receive a report on a wellbeing 
objective.  The scrutiny report will outline the context, current position and provide the 
most up to date performance and project information to enable the Scrutiny Committee 
to discuss and challenge on the steps taken to meet our wellbeing objectives.
Removed from agenda by Performance Department

Highways and Street 
Lighting

Cllr Howard Barrett / 
Cheryllee Evans / 

Darren Chaffe

Scrutiny & Challenge:-   The Highways Department is now based at the Abercynon Depot 
with RCT Highways Services and they are working closely together on delivering an 
efficient Highways & Street Lighting Service to ensure the best outcomes for users. An 
update on :-
1) How this collaborative working is progressing in terms of service efficiencies and 
improved delivery.
2) How is maintenance carried out for street lighting e.g. is there a programme of 
maintenance for street lighting; what are the response times for each light reported as 
faulty (are their target times to respond and are they being met; is preventative 
maintenance undertaken or is it reactive? 

Energy Efficiency Cllr Howard Barrett / 
Cheryllee Evans / Mick 

Campbell

Scrutiny & Challenge:-  The Authority as a whole spends approximately £2.6M on utility 
bills per annum. The Carbon Management Plan has a project list which has identified that 
a significant reduction in energy use can be made and a 5 year programme of cost 
effective measures would deliver annual savings of circa £500,000 and 1196 tonnes of 
CO2 at a total cost of circa £1.3M. An update on the recommendations of the Carbon 
Management Review in 2015 to include progress on the Draft Carbon Management Plan.

26th February 2018

Task and Finish Group 
update - Referral from 

Cabinet Member; 
Capital Project

Scrutiny Referral 
(Brandy Bridge 
scheme / Road
Slip - South of 
Pontygwaith)

Task and Finish Group
Cllr D Sammon, Cllr 

Malcolm Colbran and 
Cllr John Thomas.

To produce a draft report for consideration by the full committee in response to a 
Cabinet referral – see  “Referral from Cabinet Member; Capital Project Scrutiny Referral 
(Brandy Bridge scheme / Road Slip - South of Pontygwaith)” 22nd January meeting

9th April 2018 Wellbeing Objective
Environmental 

Cllr Howard Barrett / 
Alyn Owen & 

Scrutiny & Challenge:- The Scrutiny Committee will receive a report  providing an 
evaluation of the whole Environmental Wellbeing theme 
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Wellbeing (EW1 and 
EW2)

appropriate Officers

Recycling / landfill 
Performance Data

Portfolio Member / 
Cheryllee Evans / Paul 
Davies / Steve Thomas

Scrutiny & Challenge: - Follow up to October 2017 meeting. A report to scrutiny 
providing details of the figures (unverified), showing trends, comparisons with other 
Welsh authorities and progress against targets. 

Drugaid Cymru
Needle exchange 

service

To be confirmed Scrutiny & Challenge:-   This was discussed at the Social Services Scrutiny meeting on 7th 
November 2017 and 23rd January 2018. It was suggested that Neighbourhood Services 
and the Social Services Scrutiny Committee (Joint Task and Finish Group)  consider taking 
the issue forward of the number of needles returned to Drugaid as they have no duty or 
obligation to get needles back (Across Cwm Taf 150,000 needles issued /100,000 
returned approx.) As such there are a large number of needles unaccounted for which 
pose health and safety issues in our communities.  Steve Peters taking this issue forward 
with the Area Planning Board. He will raise the matter there.

Operation of waste 
services/recycling/ 

litter picking

To be confirmed Scrutiny & Challenge:-   (Email from Cllr Colbran 24th January 2018). “Can we consider 
looking at the operation of waste services/recycling/litter picking as part of the Scrutiny 
Work program as I am getting a number a complaints regarding these services.” To be 
agreed and confirmed of requirements at the next meeting.

Additional items to 
consider for Work 


